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September 2019 


General Meeting—Tuesday 3 September at 8.00 p.m. 

Speaker: Frank Amtstaetter, Research Scientist, Waterway Management and Restoration, Arthur Rylah 
Institute 

Talk: The life-history strategy of some of Victoria’s native fish species and the effects of river flow and barriers to 
migration. This presentation will cover essential aspects of the life-history of some of our diadromous (those that 
migrate between fresh and salt water) species, how our modified landscape can affect them and how we mitigate 
these effects through management. 


Bird Group Meeting—Thursday 19 September at 8.00 p.m. 
Speaker: Jessica Radford 
Talk: Crested Tern population dynamics 


General Meeting—Tuesday 1 October at 8.00 p.m. 

Speaker: Dr Gary Presland, Fellow of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria and an Honorary Fellow of the 
University of Melbourne. 

Talk: The pre-European indigenous groups of the Port Phillip area. 


In the last month we have welcomed to the club... 


Cameron Loy & Kathryn Rainsford, Geelong West; Vivien George, Drysdale. 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Obtain your username and password to log into the GFNC website 
www.gfnc.org.au 


Login is now required so if you haven't yet contacted info@gfnc.org.au to get your user name and password then hurry up, we don’t 
want to miss any of your exciting observations or photos. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 23 September 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the October edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Alison Watson, alisonw577@gmail.com 


GFNC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 


> 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club (Diz 


The front cover image, photographed by Guy Dutson, is of Trim Greenhood, Pterostylis concinna taken at Marcus Hill 
on11 August. 


On the back cover is a photographed of a Little Whip Snake at Bannockburn Bush by Trevor Pescott on 10 August. 
Refer to the August Fauna Report p. 6. 


Mailing roster 
September: Jan Venters 
October: Bernie Lingham 





Club excursion report—Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary, Linton 
18 August 2019 
Leaders: Emily Noble and Craig Morley 


Hector De Leiros 


n Sunday 18 August | went with the Geelong Field We could see where the Peregrine Falcons had been 
Naturalists Club to the Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary. perching because of all the guano. It was raining at 
Altogether there were 16 of us. The guide, Emily, took us lunchtime so we ate inside. My mum had made a 
for a walk and told us about all the things we saw. chocolate cake. Thanks to Emily and Craig for organising 
this excursion, overall it was a really good day and | 
It was cloudy and dark so the birds were hard to see but learned a lot. | can’t wait until next time | can go out with 
we still saw 36 species. Some of the birds that we saw the Field Nats! 
were New Holland Honeyeaters, Yellow-faced 
Honeyeaters, White-eared Honeyeaters and Red Here are the links for the eBird lists we made at 
Wattlebirds. Craig Morley helped me learn to recognise Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary: 
bird calls. 


Clare Miller Environment Centre https://ebird.org/ 
Highlights for me were the ‘Dark Vegetable Caterpillar’ australia/view/checklist/S59069453 
and the Peregrine Falcons. Dark Vegetable Caterpillar 
(see photo below) are a type of parasitic fungi that find a Bird Paddock https://ebird.org/australia/view/checklist/ 
grub or caterpillar underground and then grow out of the $59069439 
top of it. They’re usually found under wattle trees. Emily 


dug one up and it was big. And the Devils Kitchen https://ebird.org/australia/view/ 


checklist/S59086781 


On the way home we saw the Peregrine Falcons at the 
Devil's Kitchen. We learned that the male is the tiercel, 
as tierce is Latin for one third, and he is one third smaller 
than the female, the falcon. 


Leaders’ note: Hector is a budding young birdwatcher 
who, along with Gemma, makes up the junior national 
Twitchathon champion team, The Geelong Grebes. 


Bird List for the Clare Miller Environment Centre and the Bird Paddock 


| Species | Count” | Species | Count __| 

Australian Wood Duck | 5 | Red Wattlebird | 

Pacific Black Duck | 6 | NewHolland Honeyeater | 16 | 

Australasian Grebe | 2 | White-eared Honeyeater __ | 1 | 
17 


-jN 


Crested Pigeon | St | White-naped Honeyeater | 17 | 
|Fan-tailed Cuckoo | 1 | Brown-headed Honeyeater | 4 | 
|AustralasianSwamphen | 2 Spotted Pardalote| | 
|SilverGull | 1 Striated Pardalote| | 9 | 
|AustralianWhite Ibis | 2 | White-browed Scrubwren | 10 | 
Grey Goshawk | 1 | Brown Thombill | 9 | 


RO} >] Ro} S|] Do] — 


Black Kite | 2 AstralianMagpie | 
Whistling Kite | 8 GreyCurrawong | 
| Laughing Kookaburra, | 2 | Grey Shrikethrush | 10 | 
|Long-billed Corella | 14 | GreyFantal | 
| Sulphur-crested Cockatoo _ | 4 | AustralianRaven | 
Crimson Rosella | 7 | Eastern YellowRobin |S 
| White-throated Treecreeper__ | 10 | Common Blackbird | 1 | 
Superb Fairywren | 16 | Red-browed Finch | 2 | 


roo eon a EEM) 


NARIN% 





Dark Vegetable Caterpillar,18/8/19. 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
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Bird Group excursion report—Wooloomanata 


22 August 2019 


Leader: Craig Morley 


irders of all experiences attended the excursion to 

Wooloomanata, a private property just on the border 
of the You Yangs. Sixteen eager birdwatchers attended 
to discover nearly 50 bird varieties. It was great to see 
some new faces from other local birding organisations. 
At the assembly point, on Sandy Creek Road, we were 
all able to enjoy great views of two Fan-tailed Cuckoos 
dropping to the ground to presumably feed on Day 
Pasture Moth caterpillar Apina callisto. A highlight of the 
day was the amazing visual and auditory skills of leader 
Craig Morley. Listening to, and learning from Craig about 
bird calls, behaviour and identification made the 
excursion so enjoyable. The route was centred around 
Hovells Creek and the surrounding areas, including 
Lascelles Dam, which was at maximum capacity after 
heavy rains in June and July. Apart from the low creek, 





Hovells Creek, downstream of Lascelles dam, 22/8/19 


Kerry Haddon 


the environs contained a number of large gnarly gum 
trees and dead trees, all perfect places for bird life. Bird 
highlights included the long posing of Striated Pardalotes 
and the sighting of the Purple-crowned Lorikeets which 
flew in to inspect nest hollows. Five different raptors 
were spotted including the always magnificent 
Wedge-tailed Eagle. Craig made sure that everyone got 
to see the birds that were spotted and this allowed all 
participants to be fully involved in the experience. A big 
thank you to Polly for providing the cake to celebrate 
Craig’s Life Membership of the GFNC and Merri for 
supplying the chocolate and raspberry brownies! We 
also extend a sincere thank you to the property owner for 
allowing us to explore this lovely spot. 


The link to our list in eBird https://ebird.org/australia/ 
view/checklist/S59167105 





- 


Day Pasture Moth caterpillar Apina callisto, 22/8/19 


Photos: Craig Morley 


Bird List 
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Whistling Kite | 2 [Striated Pardalote (Spotted) | 20 [Welcome Swallow 


Nankeen Kestrel 1 
Brown Falcon 2 


Striated Pardalote (Eastern) 
Striated Pardalote (Striated) 
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Long-billed Corella | 6 [Brown Thornbill | 3. |Mistletoebird 
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August bird observations—some highlights 


he last month has been marked by varied winter 

conditions—a lot of rain, very strong cold winds and 
yet a share of sunny days with a hint of spring creeping 
in. 


On several occasions this month very blowy conditions 
have been enticing seabird enthusiasts to some of our 
many rocky headlands and lighthouses to see what the 
wind has blown in. Winds originating in the Southern 
Ocean can bring unusual pelagic bird species close 
enough to shore to identify them. 


A Yellow-nosed Albatross sighted at Point Addis was a 
treat, being identified by the combination of underwing 
pattern and bill colour. Many Fluttering Shearwaters 
have been sighted this winter from the Surf Coast, 
especially Point Addis. The neat white underside and 
dark upper side draws attention from observers. The 
rarer Hutton’s Shearwater is very similar and seldom 
definitively identified from shore here. Two unusual 
species were seen from Point Lonsdale lighthouse, a 
favourite site to pelagic bird enthusiasts. Brown Skua 
has been seen on two occasions with its bulky brown 
body and wings, bold and strong flight and ‘flashes’ of 
white on the outer wings. A Common Diving-Petrel was 
also seen here darting along the troughs between waves 
in a blur of wings. It is sometimes described as a ‘flying 
potato with wings’. 


Wetland birds of note this month included 6500 Grey 
Teal at Lake Modewarre; 2000 Eurasian Coot at Lake 
Connewarre; a much sought after Australasian Bittern 
at Reedy Lake. A Black-faced Cormorant at 

Pt Roadknight was unusual to be seen on our coast and 
away from Port Phillip. 


The emerging spring conditions show the signs of 
breeding in various species across our district. 
Australasian Pipits have been seen in display flight at 
Breamlea and collecting nest-material at Connewarre. 
Many Australian Magpie records also note birds 
collecting various types of nest-materials. They are well 
known to nest early in the season. Australian Wood 
Ducks perched in a Belmont Garden were unusual— 
presumably looking for a nesting hollow. Black Swans 
with cygnets at Breamlea in the saltmarsh were a 
delight. Common Bronzewings at Ocean Grove were 
well and truly in breeding mode. Spring has also seen 
the emergence of various cuckoo species. Fan-tailed 
Cuckoo, in particular, was noted from mid-July in 
various locations across the Bellarine and Geelong with 
its highly recognisable mournful trilling call. 


Great records of various raptor species have been made 
over recent weeks. Many Australian Hobby records 
continue to be submitted. A Black Kite was seen over 
Eastern Park—the first time in over 40 years that this 
species has been observed there. Black Kites have 
been observed in higher numbers and over a wider 
distribution in recent years across all corners of the 
Geelong region. 


Craig Morley and John Newman 


Australian Owlet-nightjars have been recorded in the 
Brisbane Ranges, as have several Southern 
Boobooks. Blue-winged Parrot numbers, while 
perhaps, lower than usual during the Orange-bellied 
Parrot survey in July, were seen at Lake Modewarre 
feeding on grasses and in Elaine. Nineteen Common 
Bronzewings at Buckley, feeding in a paddock among 
sheep well away from trees, was a high number of these 
endearing birds in unusual circumstances. 


Forest Ravens at Lake Struan, near Lismore, was a 
very interesting record, with at least 4 birds noted. This 
species has been recorded in this area previously and it 
appears to be a location where they stray further inland 
than their usual Otway stronghold. The very deep bass 
baritone call of the Forest Raven seems to be the best 
way to become aware of the presence of this species. 


A huge flock of 96 Galahs on an oval in Barwon Heads 
was a remarkable sight and Golden Whistlers have 
been recorded in many sites reminding us of their 
wanderings in the cooler months. 


There have also been several exciting records of 
Mistletoebirds in the suburbs and one at Lake 
Connewarre flying over the saltmarsh. These delightful 
birds can be difficult to see with their diminutive size but 
the glorious red and satin blue plumage of the male and 
phenomenal nest of woven web make them a true gem. 
The sweet song and high-pitched single note, given in 
flight, often betrays their presence. 


And, as we go to publication this month the first records 
of Pallid Cuckoo (Brisbane Ranges) and Latham’s Snipe 
(Lake Connewarre—Salt Swamp) have just been 
submitted! 


We acknowledge and thank those keen observers listed 
below who so willingly submit their records directly to the 
GFNC web-site https:/www.gfnc.org.au/observations/ 
bird-observations . We encourage readers to visit the 
eBird Australia website and search https://ebird.org/ 
australia/map by adding a particular species and 
‘Zeroing in’ on the Geelong region to see all the records 
of this species. Limit the search to ‘current year’ to see 
more recent records. 


Observers: 

Andrea Dennett, Andrew Weinmann, Andy Taylor, 
Angus Hartshorn, Barry Lingham, Bernie Lingham, Brad 
Ferrier, Chrissy Freestone, Craig Morley, Deborah 
Evans, Elizabeth Macpherson, Fiona Conroy, Frances 
Grundy, Geoff Gates, George Appleby, Graham 
Possingham, Guy Dutson, Janene Schillier, Jeff Waitt, 
Jennie Turner, Jennifer Carr, Jenny Possingham, John 
Newman, Michael Skinner, Mike Honeyman, Paul 
Schillier, Paula Jones, Richard Weatherly, Robyn 
Atkinson, Rod Lowther, Ron Macpherson, Ross 
Auchettl, Sally Watt, Tom Fletcher, Trevor Hodson, 
Wendy Cook. 
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Have three decades of environmental changes impacted Crested Terns 
breeding in Bass Strait? 


ocated within the Key Biodiversity Area of Mud 

Islands where Port Phillip Bay meets Bass Strait, a 
population of Crested Terns struggled to nest and breed 
for many years. Recognising this the Victorian Wader 
Study Group (VWSG) intervened ahead of the breeding 
season of 1986 by clearing an area of overgrown 
saltbush above the high tide line. The Crested Terns 
responded positively and used this cleared patch to nest, 
suddenly seeing success in their breeding efforts as their 
nests were protected from the high spring tides. The 
VWSG was encouraged to begin a mark-recapture 
project and included another known colony located in 
Corner Inlet. In 1994 a new colony was established at 
The Nobbies, Phillip Island—another Key Biodiversity 
Area. With the substantial increase of the Mud Islands 
population, many of the founding birds of the new 
Nobbies colony were identified as chicks banded at the 
Mud Islands colony. 


Each breeding season from November to January the 
VWSG visited the colonies to collect data; counting the 
number of breeding pairs as proxy of population size, 
banding new season chicks, and recapturing banded 
adult Crested Terns. My role, within my Honours project, 
has been to analyse the data collected by the VWSG 
across the years. 






Crested Tern chick banded as part of the ongoing 
VWSG mark-recapture project, Corner Inlet, 4/1/19. 
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Jessica Radford 


Throughout the study the total population of all three 
colonies has boomed from 1000 breeding pairs in 1987 
to 7000 in 2016. While there has been substantial growth 
in numbers, there were high annual variations in the 
Crested Tern numbers at each of the colonies. Some 
years showed a steep decline from high numbers in the 
year prior, with another substantial increase in 
subsequent years. This provides evidence of the 
absence of Crested Terns from the colonies, rather than 
mortality events occurring. The Crested Terns are 
making an active choice not to breed in a given season, 
or are nesting further afield outside the study area. This 
is likely to be in response to the conditions surrounding 
the colony, where environmental conditions might be 
affecting availability of prey. This might provide very 
important data in relation to changes within the marine 
ecosystem due to the effects of climate change. 
However, the initial and ongoing efforts of the VWSG is 
the likely reason for the huge increase in total population 
numbers noted over the 32-year study period. 


Financial support to assist Jessica’s research project 
was provided through the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Environment Fund. 





BS Po ; n EEN i m wS s Pa / 
Adult Crested Tern with hatching egg, 
Corner Inlet colony, 11/11/18. 


Recapturing banded adult Crested Terns by lightly hooking a 
crook style pole around their neck as they nest, 
Mud Islands colony, 8/11/17. 


Photos: Jessica Radford 


August fauna report 


M ammals 

Short-beaked Echidna: Just as it was getting dark 
at 5.24 p.m., an echidna was noted crossing Marshalls 
Road, Beremboke. It’s purpose was to forage in the 
undergrowth next to the road—it was not bothered by my 
presence. Probably the same one was seen next day—it 
was not happy at being disturbed! (RAu). On 1 August, 
while driving along Reid’s Road, Brisbane Ranges, at 
about midday, | noticed two foraging beside the road. 
There were another two dug in under bushes nearby, 
possibly a courtship group (RAu). On 7 August at 

6.18 p.m., just as it was starting to rain | saw another 
foraging beside Fridays Track in the Brisbane Ranges 
(RAu). At Little River Ripley Reserve, there were two 
deep, and apparently freshly dug holes in a Meat Ant 
nest, presumably the work of an echidna. The ants were 
hard at work assessing, then repairing the damage (TP). 


Dusky Antechinus: During the Friends of the Eastern 
Otways walk to Kalimna Falls in the Otway Ranges on 
17 August, we observed a number of Dusky 
Antechinuses along the track. One was cleaning itself on 
the edge of the path and we had a good view of it. There 
were also a couple of dead ones seen later, it is possibly 
the end of the mating season, when the males die (AV). 


Koala: A male was heard calling north of Reid’s Road at 
3.35 a.m. on 1 August (RA). On 18 August, an adult was 
seen in a tree beside the Moorabool River at Batesford, 
below the Belcher property (JPo, GP). 


Common Brushtail Possum: None observed but many 
scats were found under the River Red Gums at the Little 
River Ripley Reserve on 10 August (TP). 


Common Ringtail Possum: On 24 July, seven were 
seen during a walk between 10.00 p.m. and midnight 
along Beremboke Road between Ballan Road and 
Marshalls Road (RAu). On 6 August, a joey was found 
dead beneath a Southern Mahogany Gum at Breamlea 
(JT). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: Two large individuals were 
seen inside the fenced area of the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve on 8 August (GD). 


Red Fox: At Miekles Picnic Ground, Werribee Gorge on 
26 July at 7.00 p.m., one was heard calling from private 
property on the south side of the river. It was answered 
by another up the hill to the north-east. They called at 
various times for the next few hours from different 
locations, still on opposite sides of the river. Perhaps they 
were not pleased at my being there! (RAu). Two adult 
foxes were seen ‘scent-tracking’ near the shore of the 
Sparrovale wetlands on 14 August. Masked Lapwings 
harassed one for a while (BL). 


Fallow Deer: On 24 July, three were seen just inside the 


Trevor Pescott for GFNC Fauna Group 


reference area, close to Marshalls Road, Beremboke at 
5.40 p.m. (RAu). Three or four were seen near the levee 
bank south of the Barwon River at Sparrovale during a 
site visit on 14 August (BL). 


European Rabbit: One was seen and some scrapes 
were noted at the Little River Ripley Reserve on 10 
August (TP). 


Humpback Whale: One was seen distantly through a 
scope and large, broad spouts were seen twice offshore 
from Blue Rocks on 23 August (GA). 


Southern Right Whale: On 28 July, one was seen 
approximately 150 m from sea-kayakers close to the cliff 
at Jan Juc. It gave two vapourless breaths before diving 
and heading south-west. It was probably the same 
individual that was seen on the surface several hundred 
metres away shortly afterwards (GA). 


Herpetofauna 


Eastern Banjo Frog (Pobblebonk): A chorus of five was 
heard from the Swan Bay Road Reservoir, Marcus Hill, 
from the reservoir or the outflow on 14 August. Three 
other species of frogs have been calling over winter, but 
this is the first banjo frog I’ve heard this year (GD). A 
noisy chorus of banjo frogs was heard coming from 
Spring Creek, Torquay on 23 August (GGt). 


Spotted Grass Frog: Five were found under tiles at the 
Little River Ripley Reserve on 10 August (TP). Some 
were heard calling at Sparrovale during a site inspection 
on 14 August (BL). 


Common Eastern Froglet: A few were heard calling at 
Rice Reserve on 11 August (CFr, TP). They were also 
heard at Sparrovale on 14 August (BL). 


Brown Tree Frog: Heard calling at Sparrovale on 14 
August (BL). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: The first seen for this spring 
was at Belmont on 5 August (RLw). 


Black Rock Skink: One was seen with just its head 
showing as it sunned itself on granite boulders at the 
GFNC boneseed area at the You Yangs on 24 August 
(TP). 


Garden Skink: Two were found under tiles at the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve on 22 August (BL) and two were 
active at the You Yangs on 24 August (GL). 


Southern Grass Skink: A tiny, tailless individual found 
on a concrete deck in Belmont on 7 August (TP). 


Weasel Skink: On 1 August, one found indoors in East 
Geelong when a TV table was moved; it was released 
outside in the garden (DTy). 
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Jacky Lizard (Tree Dragon): One seen active in the Observers: thanks to all the observers who listed their 


warm winter sunshine at the You Yangs on 24 August observations on the GFNC webpage, or emailed them 

(GL). directly to me, including AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry 
Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DTy, David 

Little Whip Snake: Two found under tiles at the Tytherleigh; GA, George Appleby; GD, Guy Dutson; 

Bannockburn Bush on 10 August (BL, TP). See GGt, Geoff Gates; GL, Grace Lewis; GP, Graham 

photo on the back cover. Possingham; JPo, Jenny Possingham; JT, Jennie 


Turner; RLw, Rod Lowther; RAu, Ross Auchettl; TP, 
Trevor Pescott. 





Boneseeding in the You Yangs 


24 August 2019 
Rob Beardsley 

eautiful August weather helped our working bee during the day. Many thanks to participating members, 

team catch up on regrowth removal that we had plus the three visitors, for their efforts and in making the 
been unable to complete at our May outing. The day an enjoyable outing. Thanks also to park rangers 
southwest quadrant of ‘our hill' is now clear once again, | Neale and Jacob for their assistance before and during 
and the area north of the East/West Walk down to the weekend. 
Rockwell Rd. was given its usual attention. The use of 
Rockwell Rd. to access our assembly area is working Our next Boneseed removal working bee at the You 
well despite the gate 'becoming locked’ at one stage Yangs will be during the latter part of May 2020. 


ANGAIR WIDER GEELONG FLORA LECTURE 


WILDFLOWER 
& ART WEEKEND 


Tuesday 8'" October 2019 
7:30pm...FREE 


Recreating Grassland 
Habitat 


Celebrating 50 years of caring for Guest Speaker: 


the environment lli 
21 & 22 September 2019 Mr Peter Sullivan 
From the Australian Plant Society & previous Head Horticulturalist at 


The Werribee Open Range Zoo 


Calling for volunteers to help with the = 
GFNC stall at the annual ec 
ANGAIR Wildflower and Art Weekend a 


Do you have an hour or two to spare on Friday 20 
September to help set up the club’s display and activities; 
or during the weekend of 21—22 September to staff the Location: Geelong Botanic Gardens; Meeting Room. 
stall and/or pack away our display and materials? Tea/coffee available at 7pm. 


Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Road & Eastern Park Circuit. 
If you are available and can help please email 
Tracey Hinton tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
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Out and about: Wattles 


attles have long had special meanings for 

Australians. In August 1988 the Golden Wattle 
Acacia pycnantha Benth. was officially gazetted as 
Australia's national floral emblem (PMC website). The 
first of September is National Wattle Day, chosen to 
coincide with the first day of spring. There is a Wattle 
flowering in Australia every month of the year. 


The genus Acacia belongs to the family Mimosaceae. 
There are some 1350 species of Acacia found 
throughout the world and close to 1000 of these are to be 
found in Australia, with 200 in Victoria. Commonly known 
as wattle, Acacia is the largest genus of vascular plants 
in Australia (ANBG website). 


Wattle flowers can vary in colour through cream, pale- 
yellow to gold. One species, Acacia purpureapetala, has 
purple flowers whilst a cultivar of Acacia leprosa has red 
flowers (ANBG and Wikipedia websites). The flowers of 
many Acacia species are delicately perfumed. The 
flowers are either globular or cylindrical, made up of 
many tiny individuals with long yellowish stamens. Each 
inflorescence may have as few as three flowers or up to 
130. Acacia flowers have pollen but no nectar. The 
leaf-like phyllodes usually have one or more nectary 
glands on the margins. Bipinnate leaves also have 
glands (ANBG website). 


Acacia show a range of foliage types. The true leaves 
are divided into feathery (bipinnate) leaflets, but a large 
group of wattles develop modified flat leaf-like structures 
called phyllodes (which are simply flattened stems) soon 
after germination. All start with bipinnate leaves. The 
foliage colour of Acacia ranges from light or dark green 
to blue or silver-grey (ANBG website). 


The fruit are pods of variable size and shape from 
narrow-linear to almost orbicular and may be straight, 
coiled or zig-zagged. Seeds are usually small, dark and 
bean-like. Each seed usually has a funicle (stalk) with a 
fleshy attachment to it. The seeds have hard, almost 
impermeable seed coats and many remain in the ground 
for years without germinating. However, the heat of a 
bush fire can break down the outer covering, letting in 
moisture to allow germination. Thus, in some mountain 
areas, dense stands of wattle have replaced eucalypts 
killed by fire (ANBG website). 


Both Silver Wattle Acacia dealbata and Black Wattle 
Acacia mearnsii retain their feathery leaves and grow 
into similar sized trees. The easiest way to tell them 
apart is to look at the arrangement of the glands along 
the veins. In Silver Wattle, they are evenly spaced and in 
Black Wattle they are irregularly spaced. They both have 
globular flowers, but those of Silver Wattle are much 
more golden. Black Wattle is usually later flowering 
(October to December) than Silver Wattle (July to 
September). 


Mitchell’s Wattle Acacia mitchellii also has feathery 
leaves but is a shrub to two metres high. Its pale-yellow 
globular flowers are on long stalks 10—15 mm long. It 
flowers from August to February. It has a disjunct 


Valda Dedman 


distribution across most of Victoria, favouring heathland 
and forests with a heathy understorey (Vicflora website). 


Blackwood Acacia melanoxylon can grow to a very 
large tree and be long-lived. It has dark green foliage, 
often dense, and phyllodes with parallel veins. It flowers 
from July to September and its globular flowers are 
creamy in short clusters; its seed pods are light brown, 
becoming twisted in summer. The seeds are attached 
with a pink funicle. 


Lightwood (Hickory Wattle) Acacia implexa is a small 
fast-growing tree to 15 metres tall, often suckering. The 
cream to pale-yellow flowers are borne from December 
to March. Lightwood’s wood is like Blackwood, and both 
have been used in furniture making. Lightwood is a 
smaller, more open tree that grows in drier conditions 
and flowers much later than Blackwood. 


Golden Wattle Acacia pycnantha is a small bright green 
tree, loosely branched. Its phyllodes are broad, slightly 
curved, with one main vein. They are yellowish when 
young, bright green and shiny on both sides when 
mature. The bright golden globular flower heads are in 
dense clusters above the foliage. They flower about 
September. A truly representative wattle and our national 
floral emblem. 


Gold-dust Wattle Acacia acinacea, is a straggly shrub 
that grows up to 2.5 metres tall. It is very showy when in 
flower. The phyllodes can be very variable in size, shape 
and surface, even quite round. Widespread though all 
but eastern and southern Victoria, growing mostly in 
sandy or gravelly soils in hilly country in eucalypt 
woodland, heathland and open mallee scrub. It is also 
found in NSW and South Australia. The Gold-dust Wattle 
flowers from July to November. 


Thin-leaf Wattle Acacia aculeatissima is a prostrate 
shrub. Its spiky phyllodes point down. In Victoria it grows 
south of the Divide, but not in the wetter areas, often 
growing in rocky areas in eucalyptus woodland forest or 
closed heath. In the Grampians, plants frequently have 
hairy phyllodes. Its globular flowers grow on individual 
stalks in the leaf axils. The Thin-leaf Wattle flowers from 
August to April. 


Rough Wattle Acacia aspera is a spreading sticky shrub 
0.5 to 2 metres high. Its phyllodes are hairy. Its flowers 
are bright yellow, 5-7 mm in diameter, growing singly in 
the leaf axils. It flowers in winter and spring. Itis a 
central Victorian plant. The plant was first described 
based on a specimen collected near Swan Hill by 
Thomas Mitchell’s expedition on 20 June 1836 
(Wikipedia — Acacia aspera). 


Heath Wattle Acacia brownii is a sprawling, commonly 
semi-prostrate shrub, less than 1m high; branchlets 
glabrous or with sparse, minute hairs. The phyllodes are 
widely spaced, rigid, 4-angled, about two centimetres 
long and crowned with a sharp point, which makes the 
whole plant prickly. It grows in sand, in heath or dry 
sclerophyll woodland or open forest. It occurs in the 


Geelong Naturalist September 2019 7 


Great Divide of eastern Australia from the Grampians, 
Vic., through N.S.W. to Burra Burri in Qld. Heath Wattle 
flowers from July to November (Vicflora website). 


Spreading Wattle Acacia genistifolia. Phyllodes are 
usually 1—4 cm long and rather widely spreading, but 
occasionally (especially coastal areas from Wilsons 
Promontory to the Victoria-New South Wales border) 
may reach 8 cm long. The cream or pale-yellow flowers 
occur in globular-shaped clusters from the axils of the 
phyllodes. Flowering may occur over a long period from 
late summer to spring (Vicflora website). 


Ploughshare Wattle Acacia gunnii gets its common 
name from the shape of its phyllodes. A. gunnii honours 
the Tasmanian botanical collector Ronald Campbell 
Gunn. It is a shrub, prostrate or erect to one metre high. 
Its flowers are cream to pale yellow, occurring from 
June to October. Widespread and sometimes locally 
abundant on the Great Dividing Range and its foothills, 
growing in eucalyptus open-forest or dryish woodlands. 


Otway Wattle Acacia leprosa var. magma is 
widespread in the Otways. It is an often spindly shrub 
one to six metres high, growing in tall eucalypt forest. Its 
yellow globular flowers are seen from August to 
November (Vicflora website). 


Coast Wattle Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae is 
found in the Otways. It phyllodes are long and narrow, 
often greenish-yellow, with two or three veins. Its bright 
yellow globular flowers are solitary or paired in 
cylindrical spikes, its pod much curved, coiled or 
contorted, it is a spreading, tangled shrub to five metres 
high. The Coast Wattle flowers from July to October 
(Vicflora website). 


Spike Wattle Acacia oxycedrus has pale yellow 
cylindrical flowers two to three cm long and unstalked 
phyllodes with sharp points. It is a dense prickly shrub 
growing to three metres high. Widespread in dry 
heathlands, woodlands and forests in the southern half 
of Victoria, usually on sandy soils (Vicflora website). 


Prickly Moses Acacia verticillata is another prickly 
shrub with cylindrical flowers. It is a highly variable 
species with four subspecies, all occurring in Victoria. 
Several of the subspecies have distinct populations 
within them. Intermediate forms may also be 
encountered. On 1 September 2016, the Reserve Bank 
of Australia released a new $5 note which includes a 
depiction of Acacia verticillata ssp. Ovoidea. The new 


note also has a depiction of the Eastern Spinebill (RBA 
website). 


National Wattle Day has been officially celebrated on 1 
September in all of Australia's States and Territories 
since 1992. Before then, Australians in different States 
celebrated wattle day on different days in July, August 
and September; whenever the wattles were at their 
‘blooming best locally.’ NSW, Victoria and South 
Australia chose 1 September in 1910 (Wattle 
Association Inc. website). 


Wattle Day is also used to raise money for community 
causes such local bush fires brigades, and charities for 
women, children and disabled people. A century ago, 
sprigs of wattle and wattle badges were sold to raise 
money for wounded soldiers in the First World War 
(Wattle Association Inc. website). 


Many events are scheduled around Australia during the 
‘Week of the Wattle’. This year it runs from Saturday 24 
August to Sunday 8 September. There are no special 
activities organised for Geelong, but you could go for a 
drive through the Brisbane Ranges, where there are 17 
different wattles species, many of which will be 
flowering. 
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Contributions invited for the 
Geelong Naturalist 


Members are encouraged to submit short articles and photos for consideration for the Geelong Naturalist each month. 
If you have observed and/or photographed something interesting in the natural world of Geelong and its surrounds, 
please send it to us! 


Please refer to the back page for submission details. 
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Fauna survey report— Bannockburn Bush and Rice Reserve 


10-11 August 2019 


W" many of the Fauna Group committed to 
attending the Otway Threatened Species forum in 
Geelong on Friday 9 August, it was decided to reduce 
the usual four-day survey to just the weekend. We did a 
tile check at Bannockburn Bush and establishing a tile 
grid and bird watch at Rice Reserve. A check on a tile 
grid at the Little River Ripley reserve at Balliang was 
added on Saturday afternoon. The results were 
interesting. 


Tile check at Bannockburn Bush 10 August 

The check on four tile grids we regularly monitor at the 
Bannockburn Bush Reserve was restricted to two grids 
on higher ground near the plantation and under the 
Yellow Gums. The track leading to the other grids in the 
Lowland Manna Gum areas was extremely muddy so we 
decided to leave them unchecked. 


In the grid near the plantations (BB1—28) we found Little 
Whip Snakes under BB4 and BB6, but no other reptiles 
were found in that grid or in the Yellow Gum grid 
BY1-—21. For a photo of a Little Whip Snake taken here 
please see the back cover. 


Other comments: 

1. There were large numbers of Dwarf Greenhoods 
(Pterostylis nana) flowering, particularly under the Yellow 
Gums. The flowers appeared to be unusually 
long-stemmed. 

2. There were some Yellow Gums still flowering although 


Trevor Pescott for GFNC Fauna Group 


most had finished. 

3. A small mob of Eastern Grey Kangaroos was seen 
in the Yellow Gum area. 

Thanks Barry and Pat for helping undertake the check in 
very cold weather. 


Tile check at the Little River Ripley Reserve 
10 August 

A check on the 28-tile grid at the reserve revealed five 
Spotted Grass Frogs as well as some invertebrates. 


Mammals 

Short-beaked Echidna: two large holes in a Meat Ant 
nest had been made recently by an echidna. The ants 
were still actively trying to ‘assess’ the damage. 
Common Brushtail Possum: scats were abundant 
under the trees. 

European Rabbit: one seen. 


Other comments: 

1. The water level in Little River remains high after minor 
flooding that has left a lot of debris at the causeway. 

2. Invertebrates under the tiles included two wolf 
spiders, one huntsman and another unidentified spider, 
two small Red-backed Spiders, three centipedes and a 
few millipedes. Two tiles had nests of small black ants. 
3. Lignum and clematis were flowering. 


Birds at Little River Ripley Reserve 


Pacific Black Duck Eastern Rosella 
Chestnut Teal 
Crested Pigeon 


Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Red Wattlebird 


Striated Pardalote 
Australian Magpie 
Golden Whistler 


Laughing Kookaburra 
Galah 

Corella sp. 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 


Tiles at Rice Reserve 11 August 2019 


On Sunday 11 August we set out a 25-tile grid in the 
Kangaroo Grass area near the parking area at Rice 
Reserve. Although we have undertaken mammal 
trapping there in the past, this is the first attempt to find 
reptiles in the reserve. 

The creek had been in flood at some stage recently, 
and water levels were still high which give promise of a 
good waterbird habitat in the coming months as the 
water level recedes. 


Red-rumped Parrot 


White-plumed Honeyeater 


Willie Wagtail 
Magpie-lark 

Little Raven 
Welcome Swallow 
Tree Martin 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 





Other comments: 


1.Several Common Froglets were heard calling. 
2. Three small groups of ‘spitfires’, larvae of the 
Steel-blue Sawfly Perga affinis, were found on the 
foliage of one of the eucalypts. 

3. A small group of earth star fungi, probably 
Geastrum triplex was noted. 
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Birds at Rice Reserve 


Black Swan pair with 2 small Great Cormorant Grey Butcherbird 

cygnets White-faced Heron Australian Magpie 
Australian Wood Duck Swamp Harrier Crested Shrike-tit, one seen 
Pacific Black Duck Galah Grey Shrikethrush 

Grey Teal Red-rumped Parrot Willie Wagtail 


Chestnut Teal Superb Fairywren Magpie-lark 
Spotted Dove Red Wattlebird Little Raven 
Dusky Moorhen New Holland Honeyeater Welcome Swallow 
Masked Lapwing White-browed Scrubwren Common Blackbird 
Little Pied Cormorant Yellow-rumped Thornbill Red-browed Finch 





Thanks to Chrissy for compiling the bird list, and for help placing the tiles. 


The surveys were carried out in accordance with our WSIAEC project approval 32.18, DELWP permit 10007867 and SPFL 20072 





Black Swan with cygnets, Rice Reserve, 11/8/19. Sawfly larvae spitfires, Rice Reserve, 11/8/19. 


Photos: Trevor Pescott 





August Butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


J ohn Newman saw two Cabbage Whites at Marshall on 20 July and one in Belmont on 17 August. They were 
probably both from last season. Although new season’s Cabbage Whites can appear in late August, | would expect 
more than one. Let us know if you see this usually abundant species that we forget to report when more colourful 
ones appear. 


Orchid observations 


The heavy rains in early winter appear to have 
stimulated large numbers of late winter/early spring 
orchids in many places in the Geelong region. Of note 
are Dwarf Greenhoods (photo to the left) and Trim 
Greenhoods (see front cover). These observations 
have been made by Guy Dutson, Barry Lingham and 
Trevor Pescott (see comments in the Fauna survey at 
Bannockburn Bush page 9). 


Dwarf Greenhoods, Pterostylis nana, in hail. Taken at Yellow 
Gums estate, Ocean Grove, 11/8/19. 


Photo: Guy Dutson 
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GFNC excursion 
Brisbane Ranges National Park 


Sunday 15 September 2019 
Leader: Barry Lingham 


The wildflowers have been a little later blooming this year but we expect that a range of orchids, shrubs and 
wattles will be in flower by our excursion date. We can also expect to see extensive bird life. Wendy and Colin 
Cook, from the Friends of Brisbane Ranges, will join us to share their expertise and knowledge of this special 
area. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the Steiglitz Cemetery car parking area, off the Maude—Steiglitz Rd, 100 m before the turn-off 
to Anakie (Butchers Rd) if coming from Geelong. We will search for orchids and other flowers plus observe the 
many birds present at the cemetery grounds. 


The exact route for the day has yet to be determined as we will visit the places where the flowers are at their best. 
If you wish to join us later in the day, please contact Barry prior to the excursion. 


Finish: around 3.00 p.m. 


Bring: Water/drinks, snacks, lunch, binoculars, camera; sturdy shoes or boots and dress for the weather, coat or 
raingear if needed, insect repellent and sunscreen. 


Contact: Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


Next fauna surveys 


5—8 September 2019 


With warmer weather approaching we can resume our fauna surveys using Elliott traps and cameras, and soon harp 
traps. 


Bambra Wetlands 


Our first spring survey is at Bambra Wetlands. We found both Agile Antechinus and Bush Rat here during an earlier 
survey in the reserve. Officially called the Retreat Creek Streamside Reserve, it has Parks Victoria as the official 
managers. But the East Otway Landcare Group are the active, on-ground managers. They have removed a large 
infestation of blackberry and other weeds and established good walking paths. So we will again search for small 
terrestrial mammals as well as use cameras to look for tree-dwellers. 


Thursday 5 September: meet at the entrance to the reserve at 1.00 p.m. to set the traps. 


Friday 6 to Sunday 8 September: meet at 9.00 a.m. to check the equipment. 
The reserve is situated on the Winchelsea-Deans Marsh Road, between Bambra and Deans Marsh. 


10—13 October 2019 


Floating Islands Reserve 
At this stage it is intended to re-visit the Floating Islands Reserve in October. 
The meeting place is the truck-parking area about 20 km past Colac on the Princes Hwy. 


(Note: always check the weekly GFNC news in case there is a need to change the survey site. More details will 
be in the October issue of Geelong Naturalist) 
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Bird Group excursion 


Thursday 26 September 


Limeburners Lagoon, Hovells Creek 


Leader: Lorraine Phelan 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the carpark at the north end of 
Foreshore Rd, Limeburners Lagoon (Hovells Creek), 
Corio. 


We will explore the bayside area near the boat club and 
will have morning tea there before moving on to the 
carpark at the east end of Cummins Rd. From there we 
will walk to the boardwalk through the mangroves. The 
coastal wetlands of the lagoon are of international 
importance under the Ramsar Convention. They form 
part of the Port Phillip Bay (Western Shoreline) and 


Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar Site. A telescope would be of the threatened Hooded Plover, before heading to the beach 
very useful. to view the birds and their behaviour. 


Location: Ocean Grove SLSC, 26-30 Surf Beach Rd 
Time: Saturday 7 Sept, 2-4pm 





We should finish by 12.30 p.m. 


Bring: Water, morning tea, binoculars, hat, Bring along appropriate outdoor clothing for the weather, including closed shoes 
camera (optional) telescope (optional) and binoculars if you have them. Please rsvp to bnb.events@birdlife.org.au 








<a fide: 
birdlife E wen G 


Contact: Lorraine Phelan 0419 593 165. 





Mountain Pygmy-possums and Bogong Moths 


ERS Victoria is launching a project to help the critically-endangered Mountain Pygmy-possum. The aim is to 
increase the number of Bogong Moths making it to the alpine areas to feed the possums as they wake from their 
annual hibernation and start their breeding. Sadly, Bogong Moth populations appear to have been declining 
catastrophically in the last two years, resulting in insufficient food for the possums to raise their babies. 


Zoos Victoria has three activities organised that we can help with: 


Turning off unnecessary lights in September and October as our bright lights are thought to lure and trap 
moths on their migration. 


Tracking moth sightings on the ‘Moth tracker which launches on 15 September. 


Helping Zoos Victoria fund projects to improve Mountain Pygmy-possum habitat to increase the number of 
insects in the region and to produce food for the possums in autumn. 


To find out more about how you can help with these activities, go to: 
https://www.zoo.org.au/possums/ 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to other members and visitors. 
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Coming events 


SEPTEMBER 2019 OCTOBER 2019 


3 General Meeting: Frank Amtstaetter—The life-history strategy of 
some of Victoria’s native fish species and the effects of river 
flow and barriers to migration. 


Fauna survey: Bambra Wetlands 


General Meeting: Dr Gary Presland, —The pre-European 
indigenous groups of the Port Phillip area. 
SEANA camp, Castlemaine. 


Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: Peter Sullivan— 
Recreating native grassland habitat. 


Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 


Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 


Fauna survey: Floating Islands Reserve 


Excursion: Brisbane Ranges 
Committee meeting 


Bird Group: Jessica Radford—Crested Tern population 


dynamics 
21-22 Angair Wildflower Show 


26 Bird Group Excursion: Limeburners Lagoon/Hovells Creek 


President 

Vice-President 
Immediate Past President 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

Minutes Secretary 
Committee Members 


Bird Group: David Boyle ‘A year in the life of short-tailed 
shearwaters— revealed by the deployment of light level 
geolocators at Phillip Island’. 


Excursion: Distillery Creek 


Program subcommittee meeting 


Publications subcommittee meeting 


Bird Group Excursion: Freshwater Creek (private property) 





GFNC COMMITTEE 2019-2020 


Vacant 

Vacant 

Rod Lowther 

Graham Possingham Ph. 5243 6997 
Graham Possingham Ph. 5243 6997 
Kristine Kristensen 

Lynne Clarke 

Craig Morley 

Tracey Hinton 

Trevor Hodson 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
g.possingham@gmail.com 
kristinedawn@gmail.com 
alynneclarke@gmail.com 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 


doctiny@bigpond.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 
Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Publications and Comunication 
Subcommittee Chair 


Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) 


Librarian 

Web-master 

Geelong Bird Report Editor 
General Meeting Minutes 
Program Coordinator 
Bird Group 

Fauna Group 

Plant Group 

Club Convenors: 
General Meetings 
General excursions 

Bird Group excursions 


Copyright: 


Deborah Evans 
Rod Lowther (Leave of absence) 


Deborah Evans 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 
Lorraine Phelan 
Dean Hewish 
Craig Morley 
Marilyn Hewish 
Rustem Upton 
Craig Morley 
Trevor Pescott 
Barry Lingham 


Chrissy Freestone 
Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 


deborah.evans@deakinco.com 


deborah.evans@deakinco.com 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjane5@gmail.com 
alisonw577@gmail.com 
Iphelan@bigpond.com 
myibook@iprimus.com.au 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
hewishs@iprimus.com.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
ppescott@gmail.com.au 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


program@gfnc.org.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 
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